BUCKLES AND CLASPS
Their history, use and design

Elizabeth Hughes
The history of the design and use of buckles and clasps
is interwoven into the fabric of our society and culture.
Girdles and belts appear very early in the history of man’s
dress among people all over the world, from Europe, Egypt,
the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern civilizations to the
mountains and plains of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus,
Western and Central Asia, China and the Far East, India,
Africa and the Americas. The clasp or belt buckle could
become a prominent object of personal adornment and
sometimes an article of considerable prestige, representing
the rank power, wealth, and social standing of its wearer.
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